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The rising demand for finite
resources is a problem found in
every industry around the world.
However, the pro audio industry
faces the rather more challenging
position that the increased

need often comes from other,
usually larger, industries. While
for many sectors this would be
catastrophic, the wonderful thing
about pro audio is the innovation
that goes on to ensure that new solutions are found.

Of the current externally-driven pressures the global industry is
feeling there are a couple that stand out, namely the never-ending
battle for bandwidth and the rising price of neodymium. While these
can be seen as insurmountable challenges, they also present
enormous opportunities.

The debate over radio-frequency bandwidth is one that has been
raging for a number of years. With mobile operators and broadcasters
lobbying hard for extra frequencies and more equipment moving into
the wireless realm, the fight for an ever-narrowing amount of space will
get even harder. While the debate will continue, manufacturers have
been working on products that can work despite the restrictions. The
most obvious example of this is the frequency-switching capability of
Shure’s Axient system. This sort of innovation is the driving force for
the pro audio industry, and the reason why challenges that would seem
impossible for other industries are regularly overcome in ours.

The latest challenge to hit the industry is the ever-increasing price
of neodymium. With increased use in consumer electronics and
environmentally-friendly technologies, demand from much larger
sectors is outweighing the needs of pro audio. The metal has
produced real advances in lightweight powerful speakers and is
widely regarded as one of the key materials for modern pro audio
equipment. It will therefore be interesting to see what alternative
materials the industry will use to overcome this challenge and how
the innovation in speaker design will continue as a result. One thing
that we can be certain of is that manufacturers will currently be
working hard to find the next solution.

The ability to overcome these challenges is mainly due to the
unsung heroes of pro audio’s R&D teams. The work they do to move
the industry forward is not always appreciated, but the end result is
certainly something to be marvelled at. Perhaps they are the most
important finite resource this industry has.

Enjoy the magazine!
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Consulting on Islamic audio
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